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Introduction:

The Canadian Olympic Committee (COC) tasks Badminton Canada with the domestic selection of the Badminton team for the 2015 Pan American Games. The Pan American Sports Organization (PASO) and Badminton Pan American Confederation (BPAC) set the team sizes for Badminton.  Badminton Canada creates and publishes the selection criteria under the auspices of the COC policies and procedures.  Final approval of team selection is made by the COC.
The 2015 Pan American Games will be used to further the following goals:
· The Pan Am Games is an important qualification event for the 2016 Olympic Games and results will be important for athletes in their efforts to qualify

· The Pan Am Games provide Badminton Canada with an opportunity to assess the relative strength of Canada's high performance program against our Pan American competitors.

· The Pan Am Games are an important competition in the development and exposure of our international athletes to the "Multi-Sport Games" environment.

· The Pan Am Games are an important opportunity to showcase our top athletes

Tournament play for Badminton at the Pan American Games is restricted to individual play in MS, LS, MD, LD, and XD. Each country is restricted to a maximum of three entrants in singles, and two pairs in doubles/mixed events.

Performance Objectives:

· A minimum of 7 medals.
· Top 8 finishes by all athletes
Team Size:

Badminton Canada will have a maximum team size of 8 athletes (4 male, 4 female) and a minimum of one coach/team leader. The size of the team is subject to the restrictions of the COC and financial considerations. 

Coach/Team Leader Selection Process:

The head coach of the event will be chosen from the Badminton Canada National Coaches. If there is only one staff position for the Games, the coach will also be the Team Leader. The coach must be minimum Level 4 NCCP certified.
If Badminton Canada is provide with an additional staff position, Badminton Canada will appoint a Team Leader from the National Coaches Pool.
Athlete Selection Priority:

Selection Priority: 

INDIVIDUAL EVENTS  

Selection to the 2015 Pan Am Games team will be based on the following events: 

1) Senior Elite Series events between September 1st, 2014 and March 31st, 2015. 

2) BWF International Ranking Events between August 1st, 2014 and April 30thst, 2015. 

3) The 2015 National Championships 

ATHLETES MUST ALSO COMPETE IN A MINIMUM OF 3 BWF INTERNATIONAL 

CHALLENGE OR HIGHER EVENTS BETWEEN August 1st 2014 and April 30th, 2015
The athletes will be ranked in each event based on the following points table: 

1
Competition Point Allocation 

Competition 

	Result
	 Senior Elite 
	BWF Point Allocation 
	 National Senior Championships

	1
	2500
	Event Specific
	4000

	2
	2130
	Event Specific
	3400

	3 to 4
	1750
	Event Specific
	2800

	 5 to 8
	1370
	Event Specific
	2200

	9 to 16
	920
	Event Specific
	1520

	17-32
	550
	Event Specific
	920

	33-64
	210
	Event Specific
	360


The points total for each player/team will be based on their best results at 2 

Senior Elite Series events and best 3 BWF International event results between the dates of 

September 1st, 2014 and April 30th , 2015 plus the 2015 National Championships. 

The top ranked player/team in each event (Men’s Singles, Women’s Singles, 

Men’s Doubles, Women’s Doubles, and Mixed Doubles) based on the above points 

chart will be selected first. 

In the event that the Canadian Olympic Committee Canada restricts the team size to less than the number of athletes who qualify based on their top ranking as per the above criteria, the athletes will be further ranked based on their BWF ranking points total. If athletes have the same BWF ranking points total the tie breaker will be their numerical ranking on the BWF ranking list. If athletes have the same numerical ranking, the decision will be made by the Badminton Canada High Performance Committee with rationale provided. 

Any spots available after the selection of the first ranked players/teams will be allocated at the discretion of Badminton Canada, but athletes will not be taken out of ranking order. 

Badminton Canada will also select a minimum of 2 alternate male and 2 alternate female athletes in case of last minute injuries or withdrawals of selected athletes. 

Note on Doubles Events: 

Players competing in doubles events will be considered as a pair. Points will be allocated to a pair, not to individuals in that pairing. Should one member of a doubles pair decline the invitation to the 2015 Pan Am Games the other member of the pair will also forfeit their spot/invitation. Exceptions may be granted based on injury or other extenuating circumstances. These will be evaluated on a case by case basis by the Badminton Canada High Performance Committee. 

4.2 TEAM EVENT 

The athletes competing in the 2015 Pan Am Games team event will consist of the athletes that have qualified in the individual events. The selection of athletes to compete in the matches during the team event is at the sole discretion of the head coach as named by Badminton Canada.
Alternates

.

Decisions on the addition of alternates will be dependent on the scheduled draw date for the events. Normally the draws are conducted 7 days prior to the start of competition and no new athletes can be added once the draws are made.
Athlete Entry:

· Badminton Canada reserves the right to determine athlete entry by event. 

· Badminton Canada reserves the right to modify athlete pairings in doubles/mixed doubles events, or create new pairings as required to create the best possible performances for the Pan American Games. 

· Badminton Canada will at the minimum select the number of athletes funded by the Canadian Olympic Committee. 

· If Badminton Canada has the opportunity to send more athletes than the number fully funded by the Canadian Olympic Committee, athletes may be allowed to self-fund if approved by Badminton Canada. Self-funded athlete selection will follow the selection priority above. 
Injury Clause:

Appeals to the team based on injury will only be considered if the athlete is in the Top 75 in Men’s or Women’s Singles or in the Top 50 in Men’s Doubles, Women’s Doubles or Mixed Doubles. 
If the athlete appeals, it will be the responsibility of the athlete to demonstrate injuries that pertain to the events that are required for selection; the 2015 National Championships and the Senior Elite Series Tournaments.

Badminton Canada will not consider an appeal related to any of the above mentioned events if the athlete does not inform Badminton Canada and the High Performance Director of an injury before the event occurs. Documentation of the injury must be provided within 1 week of the end of the event. If the injury occurred at the event, documentation is required within 2 weeks of the event. Retroactive injury reporting will not be considered as grounds for appeal. 

Injury appeals will not be considered unless the injury is reported in writing to the Badminton Canada office, the VP of High Performance of Badminton Canada or the Badminton Canada High Performance Director within 7 days of the occurrence of the injury. Verbal reporting of the injury is not sufficient. 

Any injury appeal must be supported by documentation from a certified medical/para-medical practitioner regarding the nature and extent of the injury. Failure to provide such documentation will render the appeal invalid.
Selection Protocol:

Invitations will be sent to athletes based on the selection priority criteria. The athlete will not be considered a member of the team until he/she has officially accepted or declined the invitation. When an invitation is declined, the spot may be offered to another athlete.
Official confirmation will be by written correspondence. Any verbal discussions of selection are non-binding. Athletes must provide written acceptance of their selection for final confirmation.

Conditions of Participation:

Prior to final team selection, athletes must abide by the following regulations: 

1. Official selection to the team is through written personal correspondence from Badminton Canada - all verbal discussion of team selection is unofficial. 

2. Athletes must be members in good standing with a Member Association of Badminton Canada. 

3. Athletes must have paid all outstanding invoices to Badminton Canada at least 30 days prior to departure. 

4. Athletes must have signed and not be in default of either the Badminton Canada National Team Member Agreement or the Badminton Canada Conditions of Participation Agreement at least 30 days prior to departure. 

5. Athletes must meet all eligibility requirements for team participation under the Canadian Olympic Committee policies governing the 2015Pan American Games.
6. Athletes must agree to participate in any Badminton Canada designated camps related to this event. Failure to comply will lead to removal from the team.

Competition Readiness

In the event that a selected athlete has sustained or recently returned from an injury (within 1 month of the start of the 2015 Pan Am Games) that has kept the athlete from training or competing for 7 days or more, the High Performance Committee reserves the right to evaluate the competitive readiness of the injured athlete. 

The evaluation will be based on the recommendations of the athlete’s physician and Badminton Canada reserves the right to obtain a second opinion from a physician of their choice regarding the athlete’s readiness. 
Appeal Procedure:

Athletes wishing to appeal decisions regarding team selection must follow the Badminton Canada Appeal Procedure. Copies of the Appeal Procedure can be obtained through request to the Badminton Canada National Office, or by downloading from the Badminton Canada website. (www.badminton.ca) The direct link to the appeals policy is: http://www.badminton.ca/Files/BADMINTON%20CANADA%20INTERNAL%20APPEALS%20PROCEDURE.pdf
Notes:

Badminton Canada reserves the right to make adjustments to National Team programming based upon financial requirements. 

Badminton Canada reserves the right to review (and change) any selection criteria or decision related to this selection process in the case of rule or policy changes from the Canadian Olympic Committee, Pan American Sport Organization, Badminton Pan American Confederation or Badminton World Federation that affect previously published criteria or team selection decisions. 

Badminton Canada reserves the right to not send players to the Pan American Games if it is deemed that there could be negative political, financial or safety issues.
In case of any wording discrepancies between the English and French versions of the selection criteria, the English wording takes precedence. 

